
George WashingtonCarver

            George was born in the Kansas Territory

in l864. His parents were slaves to a man

named Carver. When he was just a week

old, he and his mother and a sister

were kidnapped by night raiders.
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            Carver paid a man to find the slaves,

but only George was found. He was returned

to the Carvers and they raised him as

a son, along with his older brother, James.

            George was taught to read and write

by Mrs. Carver. He wanted to go to

school and found one 9 miles away.
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He and his brother walked there every

day. He became known as George Carver at

that school.

            George wanted to go to college, but it

was difficult for an African American man to be

accepted. Finally he went to Iowa State

College and studied plants and agriculture.
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            In l896, Dr. Booker T. Washington

offered George a position at the Tuskegee Institute

in Alabama. He accepted the job and

moved there. He stayed at Tuskegee for over

40 years.

            George Washington Carver became famous

for his research on sweet potatoes, peanuts,
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crop rotation and soil conservation. He

was able to develop about 300 products from

the peanut.

            Over the years, George was friends with

many men who were famous in that

time. He knew Henry Ford, Thomas Edison,

Theodore Roosevelt, and Calvin Coolidge.
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George Washington Carver died in January, l943.
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