Lewis and Clark

Meriwether Lewis (1774-1809) and William Clark (1770-1838)
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was chosen by President

Thomas Jefferson to lead the expedition. This

was the first official expedition to Cross the
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on the Missouri River. Half of the men



went on the entire trip to the Pacific and

back. The other half turned back to bring
maps and scientific specimens to the President.
Lewis and Clark were joined in North Dakota
by the Shoshone guide and interpreter,
Sacajaewea (1788-1812), and her newborn son,
named Joan Baptiste. Sacajaewea and her son

traveled with the group of men west to the



Pacific and back to North Dakota.

The trip took Lewis and Clark 2
years, 4 months and 10 days. They
covered more than 8000 miles. The grizzly bear
and the prairie dog were the first animals

described by Lewis and Clark after their trip.



